
SunPower® Solar Energy Academy

SunPower Corporation, in partnership with Northern 
California Career Pathway Alliance and College of Marin, 
is providing a 6-day solar energy summer experience 
for select incoming juniors and seniors. The academy 
will provide students an in depth working knowledge of 
residential photovoltaic system design and installation.

The Student Experience
This academy is a 6-day, intensive, work-based learning experience that 
includes lectures from solar professionals, hands-on activities and field 
visits. Lessons cover the anatomy of a residential solar project life cycle, 
as well as the district’s solar systems. In collaborative teams, students 
learn up-to-date solar professional information about the project scope, 
financial and environmental economics, design, permitting, installation and 
maintenance. Students and teachers will gain an understanding of solar 
career opportunities, professional development skills, and make deeper 
connections about the applicability of STEM disciplines.

The hands-on learning and experience by the students culminates into 
a high-quality team presentation with a real-life analysis of a residential 
solar project. In addition to the solar-focused content, students are trained 
to work in groups, problem solve collaboratively, delegate tasks, create 
a professional presentation and present it to a large public audience. 
Presentations occur on the final academy day at the graduation where 
school community officials and parents are invited. By closing, students will 
be prepared to speak confidently about their projects and their district’s 
solar power system as solar community ambassadors.

Curriculum Daily Themes

Inspiring a New Generation of 
Solar Innovators and Ambassadors

Day One Introduction and Field Experience
Day Two Energy Basics
Day Three Why Renewables?
Day Four Connecting Solar to ‘Real World’ Applications
Day Five The Business Case: Local, Regional, Global Implications
Day Six Career Clusters of Opportunity

Academy Highlights
• 40 hours of solar work-based learning
• Learn to sell, design & build a residential   
 solar electric system
• Lunch and materials included
• Field trip to a local green tech organization
• Lectures by industry professionals
• Earn a certificate of achievement

Location, Dates & Transportation
• College of Marin, Indian Valley Campus, Novato
• June 24-July 1, 2016, 8:30am-4:30pm

Enrollment/Registration
• By teacher recommendation
• Additional registration and logistics   
 package will be provided upon registration  
 approval by SunPower.
• Register at www.ncpathwayalliance.org

Contact us to learn more
• horizons@sunpower.com
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